
 

  

Scripture 
 

‘Therefore, since we have a great high priest 
who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son 
of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we 
profess. For we do not have a high priest who 
is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in 
every way, just as we are – yet he did not sin. 
Let us then approach God’s throne of grace 
with confidence, so that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help us in our time 
of need. 
 

(Hebrews 4: 14-16) 
 

 
 

Prayer 

 
Heavenly Father, sometimes we cause 
ourselves to feel so far away from you. Thank 
you for sending us your Son, Jesus, to close 
the gap so that we have full access to you. 
Thank you for sending so many good 
disciples into our lives, Lord, to do the 
priestly work of helping us recognize your 
nearness in everyday life. May we, in turn, do 
this priestly work for others so that none of 
your children ever feel distant from you. 
Bless and keep holy our bishops, priests, and 
deacons so that they may guide and inspire 
us to bring your message of rescue, 
restoration, and reassurance to the world. 
Amen. 
 
*This section is taken from ‘Living the 
Sacraments’ by Joe Paprocki 

 
 

The Sacrament of  
Holy Orders 

 

 

 “Do you wish to know if the people of 

any place are righteous? If you find 

him pious, just, sound, believe the 

people will be the same, for they are 

seasoned with the salt of his 

wisdom.” 

*St. John Chrysostom  
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Entering An Order 
 

The term “ordination” itself reminds us that this 
sacrament celebrates the acceptance of new 
members into orders of service. The various 
ordained ministries are orders in the church, 
groups of people called and chosen for a specific 
ministry. One who is ordained joins that order, 
and in doing so, accepts responsibility for 
helping that order carry on its service to the 
larger church. Today we recognize three 
ordained ministries: the order of bishops, the 
order of presbyter (priest) and the order of 
deacon. All those who are ordained into one of 
those orders join a group already serving the 
church in a particular way. Ordination is not a 
personal privilege but a call to service. Being 
part of a particular order does confer certain 
powers and responsibilities; these are the 
means of serving the church community rather 
than the privileges of the ordained. 
 
The initiation into an order is expressed ritually 
in each of the ordination rites. A bishop is 
ordained by at least three other bishops, who 
welcome him into the order of the episcopate. At 
the ordination of priests, after the bishop 
imposes hands on those being ordained, all the 
priests present also impose hands as a symbol of 
welcome to those joining their order. In a 
similar way, all deacons present at the 
ordination of deacons welcome their new 
brothers into their order with a sign of peace. 
 
Seeing the ordained as members of various 
orders in the church can also help the laity 
recognize the significance of their own order, 
the order of the faithful. As for all orders in the 
church, joining the order of the faithful through 
baptism is a call and a commitment to being part 
of a group carrying on the mission of Christ. 
 
*Taken from ‘Forming the Assembly to 
Celebrate Sacraments’ by Lawrence E. Mick 



           

What does Priesthood  
Have to Do with Me? 

 
If you’re not an ordained priest, you may be 
tempted to skip this pamphlet about the 
Sacrament of Holy Orders… The truth is, 
everyone who is baptized into Christ is 
called to share in the priesthood of Christ, 
which means that understanding the 
priesthood helps each of us better 
understand our Baptism. In fact, in 
Baptism, the following words are spoken: 
“As Christ was anointed priest, prophet, 
and king, so may you live always as a 
member of his body, sharing everlasting 
life.” As disciples of Christ, we are called to 
love and serve God and others by sharing 
in Jesus’ ministry as priest, prophet, and 
king. But what does it mean to live as 
priest, prophet, and king? In short it means 
that 
 
+ as priest, we help others recognize and 
respond to God’s presence 
+ as prophet, we speak God’s truth to 
others and 
+ as king, we provide for those who are 
vulnerable 
 

 
 
As members of the priesthood of Christ, 
each one of us is called to help others gain 
access to God. 
 

*Taken from ‘Living the Sacraments’ 
by Joe Paprocki 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church #1536 

Describes the Sacrament of Holy Order like 

this: 

Holy Orders is the sacrament through which 

the mission entrusted by Christ to his apostles 

continues to be exercised in the Church until 

the end of time: thus it is the sacrament of 

apostolic ministry. It includes three degrees: 

episcopate, presbyterate, and diaconate. 

(1536) 

More specifically #1539 describes the 

priesthood of the Old Covenant: 

The chosen people was constituted by God as 

“a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” But 

within the people of Israel, God chose one of 

the twelve tribes, that of Levi, and set it apart 

for liturgical service; God himself is its 

inheritance. A special rite consecrated the 

beginnings of the priesthood of the Old 

Covenant. The priests are “appointed to act on 

behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts 

and sacrifices for sins. (1539) 

 

             

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 
Continued… 

 
Episcopal ordination – the fullness 
of the sacrament 
 
Amongst those various offices which have been 
exercised in the Church from the earliest times 
the chief place, according to the witness of 
tradition, is held by the function of those who, 
through their appointment to the dignity and 
responsibility of bishop, and in virtue 
consequently of the unbroken succession going 
back to the beginning, are regarded as 
transmitters of the apostolic line. (1555) 

 
The ordination of priests –  
c0-workers of the bishops 
 
Christ, whom the Father hallowed and sent 
into the world, has, through his apostles, made 
their successors, the bishops namely, sharers 
in his consecration and mission; and these, in 
their turn, duly entrusted in varying degrees 
various members of the Church with the office 
of their ministry. The function of the bishops’ 
ministry was handed over in a subordinate 
degree to priests so that they might be 
appointed in the order of the priesthood and be 
co-workers of the episcopal order for the 
proper fulfillment of the apostolic mission that 
had been entrusted to it by Christ. (1562) 
 
The ordination of deacons –  
“in order to serve” 
 
At a lower level of the hierarchy are to be found 
deacons, who receive the imposition of hands 
‘not unto the priesthood, but unto the 
ministry.’ At an ordination to the diaconate 
only the bishop lays hands on the candidate, 
thus signifying the deacon’s special attachment 
to the bishop in the tasks of his “diakonia.” 
(1569) 


