
 

  

Did you Know? 
 

“One of the most obvious differences 
between the popular view of a wedding and 
the church’s liturgy is that the liturgy is not 
intended to be a spectator event. In the 
popular view, a wedding is seen as a 
production or a pageant, and the function of 
the “audience” is to watch and take pictures 
and be suitably impressed by the pageantry. 
The wedding is a showpiece, and the more 
elaborate and expensive, and better. 
 
This is very different from good liturgy. The 
church sees a wedding as a celebration by the 
assembly of the love of God revealed in the 
love of two people God has brought together. 
It is neither a production nor a spectator 
event but a communal celebration of prayer 
and worship. 
 

*Forming the Assembly to Celebrate 
Sacraments by Lawrence E. Mick 

 

 
 

Scripture 
“Above all, love each other deeply, because 
love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer 
hospitality to one another without 
grumbling. Each of you should use whatever 
gift you have received to serve others, as 
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various 
forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as 
one who speaks the very words of God. If 
anyone serves, they should do so with the 
strength God provides, so that in all things 
God may be praised through Jesus Christ.” 
 

(1 Peter 4: 8-11) 

 
 

The Sacrament of  
Matrimony 

 

 

 

“Married couples have voluntarily 

sacrificed their exclusive 

individualism to live in a community 

– their family – which is the domestic 

church.” 

*Living the Sacraments by Joe Paprocki  
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Marriage as a Sacrament 
 

It is clear that the institution of marriage 
predates Christianity as well as Judaism… It 
belongs to the order of creation, the order of 
nature and natural law, and original sin 
never prevailed against it. This is proved by 
the fact that the manner of effecting 
marriages has more to do with social 
customs and practices than with divine 
revelation. Divine revelation impacts the 
Christian theology of Marriage, but the way 
of effecting this institution between a man 
and a woman is mostly found in social 
customs. The 1983 Code of Canon Law 
acknowledges the natural bond and 
institution of marriage, while also stating 
that when both spouses are baptized, 
Marriage is elevated to a sacrament: 
 
‘The matrimonial covenant, by which a man 
and a woman establish between themselves a 
partnership of the whole of life and which is 
ordered by its nature to the good of the spouses 
and the procreation and education of offspring, 
has been raised by Christ the Lord to the 
dignity of a sacrament between the baptized.’ 

 
Thus, the sacramentality of Marriage is 
something which strengthens and enriches 
the natural marital bond. 
 
Because Marriage is first a natural bond that 
comes from the Creator, it is 
understandable that the rituals surrounding 
Marriage over the centuries have been 
primarily a domestic affair with substantial 
variations depending on the time and place. 
 
*taken from ‘Guide for Celebrating Matrimony’ 

by Hilgartner & Merz published by LTP 



           

 
Matrimony, Family and Holy 

 
When the Bible says holy, it means 
“separate” or “different.” The word implies 
being healthy and whole in a world where 
there is much that is unhealthy and 
fragmented… To be holy is to rejoice in 
oneself and in the gift of life. That which is 
holy is charged with enthusiasm for life. 
Holiness includes concepts such as humor 
and laughter, compassion and 
understanding, and the capacity to forgive 
and be forgiven, to love and be loved. 
That’s what holiness is about. 
 
What makes family life sacred is not to 
attain some kind of pristine perfection, but 
the fact that to live with people as lovingly 
as you can is to live with God… What makes 
a family holy is not to be totally free from 
conflict or to become a group of people who 
never hurt one another. Rather, holiness in 
families comes from learning to forgive 
and be reconciled and learning to face up 
to our problems and do something about 
them. 
 
In family life, holy means striving to 
surrender to God’s light within us at times 
when the darkness around us seems 
overwhelming. It means struggling day 
after day to bring creative order - if –only a 
bit – to the chaos. When we work at 
cultivating forgiveness, reconciliation, and 
community, we embody God’s holy will in 
the context of family life. 

 
*Catholic Update: Guide to Marriage 

Published by St. Anthony Messenger Press 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church #1602 

talks about Marriage in the order of creation: 

“The intimate community of life and love 

which constitutes the married state has been 

established by the Creator and endowed by 

him with its own proper laws…God himself is 

the author of marriage.” The vocation to 

marriage is written in the vary nature of man 

and woman as they came from the hand of the 

Creator. Marriage is not a purely human 

institution despite the many variations it may 

have undergone through the centuries in 

differences should not cause us to forget its 

common and permanent characteristics. 

Although the dignity of this institution is not 

transparent everywhere with the same clarity, 

some sense of the greatness of the 

matrimonial union exists in all cultures. “The 

well-being of the individual person and of 

both human and Christian society is closely 

bound up with the healthy state of conjugal 

and family life.” (1602) 

 

             

Marriage and Covenant 
(This section is taken from the book 

‘Living the Sacraments’ Joe Paprocki)  
 
 
 
 
 

A marriage is nothing if not a covenant: a 
sacred relationship of mutuality. Without 
mutual accountability, husbands and wives 
put their relationship at risk. This mutual 
accountability is characterized by a ‘we-
ness’ over a ‘me-ness’: the needs of the 
many outweighing the needs of the one (to 
borrow from Charles Dickens as well as 
from Mr. Spock). Marriage reminds us that 
we are all living on borrowed time, time 
that is not our own and that is meant to be 
shared with others. Spouses do not come 
and go as they please. Spouses do not keep 
secrets. Spouses are transparent and invite 
each other to have total access to their 
respective lives.  
 
In successful marriages, mutual 
accountability becomes a way of life: 
decisions are made together, finances are 
handled together, dreams and goals are 
shared and discussed, schedules are 
coordinated, previously exclusive 
relationships become open, social media is 
shared, and private histories are revealed, 
to name a few. None of this is done to the 
extent that individual space is eliminated; 
however, such spaces (for example, the 
man cave) should be seen primarily as 
places to retreat to momentarily so as to 
reemerge with a renewed commitment to 
mutuality. In marriage, a new narrative is 
being composed, but it is a work that must 
be coauthored by both spouses and with 
God. 

 


