
 

RECONCILIATION CELEBRATION  
 (adapted for use with elementary children) 

 

Entrance Rite (Please stand) 
 

1. Opening Hymn: (Any appropriate Advent hymn) 

 

2. Greeting: (All make the sign of the cross)  

 Grace, mercy, and peace be with you  

from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Saviour.  

 

3. Opening prayer:  

Let us pray - - -   

My brothers and sisters, God calls us to conversion;  

let us therefore ask him for the grace of sincere repentance. (silent prayer) 

 

Eternal God, You have shown Yourself to us 

as a God of  love and fidelity. 

You gave us Jesus so that we might know 

that Your love is endless;  

that Your faithfulness is constant, honest and true. 

 

In genuine response to Your fidelity and love  

may we become faithful disciples of Jesus, your Son,  

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Liturgy of the Word (Be seated) 
 

4. Reading from the Word of God: (Sunday Lectionary) 

(You may choose 1 reading or the usual set of 4) 

 

Isaiah 61:1-2a,10-11 (Third Sunday of Advent B # 8 p.24 )  

Canticle Luke 1 (Magnificat) 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-34 (Third Sunday of Advent B # 8 p.25)  

Or Ephesians 4:1-7,11-13 (Ascension of the Lord B#58 p.365 ) 

Matthew 28:16-20 (Ascension of the Lord B#58 p.366 ) 

 

5.Short homily or Silent reflection: 

 

6. Prayer for repentance: (Stand) 

Let us Pray: (Silent prayer) 

 Lord God,  

we want to feel the power of your hands reaching out to us.  

We welcome this opportunity to repent of our sinfulness, and change our lives. 

Send us your Spirit to enlighten and enrich us as we prepare  

for the coming of Jesus into our lives this Christmas.  ----Amen. 

 



 

Examination of Christian Living  (Be seated) 

 

7. Examination of conscience:  (for use with young children) 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name …  

Do I remember to pray to God every day?  

Do I always use the name of God and Jesus in a holy way?  

 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven …  

Am I kind to others?  

Am I helpful to others, especially my parents, brothers and sisters?  

Do I try my best to learn from my parents and also at school?  

 

Give us this day our daily bread …  

Am I wasteful? 

Do I waste food?  

Do I remember to say thank-you?  

 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us ...  

Do I say I’m sorry when I am wrong?  

Am I looking to get even with anyone who may have hurt me?  

 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil…  

Do I play fairly in sports and games?  

Do I tell the truth?  

Do I let other kids tempt me to do things I know I should not do? 

 

8. General Confession of Sins:  

God, who is infinitely merciful pardons all who are repentant and takes away their guilt. 

Confident in his goodness, we ask him to forgive all our sins  

as we confess them with sincerity of heart and pray for each other: 

I confess to Almighty God - - - - 

 

 Conclusion of the Rite 

9. Lord’s Prayer: 

Lord Jesus, friend and Saviour, you call us to be your disciples. 

Let us pray with Jesus to our loving Father, in the words that Jesus himself gave us:  

Our Father - - -  

 

10. Concluding Prayer: 

Loving Father, 

send us forth as faithful disciples. 

May we bear witness to Christ 

in the way we think, talk and act.  

Thus, may Your steadfast love and fidelity 

 be made known to the whole world. 

Amen 

 

11. Blessing and invitation to the Sacrament:  



May the Lord guide your hearts in faith and love 

and fill you with the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen 

May Almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

 

(Priests leave to hear confessions)  

12. Instrumental Music  

 

 


