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Our Tradi	on: 

Jesus is the Son of God and became one of us 

to save us. He is like us in all things but sin; he 

understands our weakness, sickness and pain. 

Jesus is our brother in the flesh. During his life 

on earth, he taught us by his example and 

word that we are to care with love for the sick 

and the suffering. This is one important way 

we can keep his commandment to love others 

as he did. 

His Church: Through the centuries, the people 

of God have recognized their responsibility to 

love and help the sick. Religious communi&es 

were founded and supported to care for the 

sick and the dying. Hospitals were built and 

maintained to look a'er people in need of 

such loving care. As well as giving physical 

care, the Church as the body of Christ  

celebrates prayers, blessings and sacraments 

for the comfort and even healing of the sick. 

 

Important Notes: 

 

Call your parish: When someone in your family 

or a friend is seriously sick or in hospital or at 

home for a period of &me, call your parish.  

Discuss the situa&on and ask for  a priest or 

minister to visit, to pray with the sick person 

and to arrange for communion and the other 

sacraments. 

When a person is seriously ill or dying, call at 

once - don’t wait un&l the person is  

unconscious or barely able to talk or respond. 
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Jesus con&nues to bring his loving 

care to the sick through us: as we 

visit them, pray with them, touch 

them and help them, our Lord is 

reaching out to them in love. 

**The informa&on in these 2  columns has 

been taken from Helping the Sick and the 

Dying: Liturgical Leaflet, edited by the        

Na&onal Liturgy Office, and published by  

Publica&ons Service, Canadian Conference of 

Catholic Bishops. 

**The en&re document can be found in PDF 

format on www.cccb.ca and typing Helping 

the Sick and the Dying in the search box. 

As the Year of Mercy soon will 

come to an end, I reflect now on 

how this year has affected my 

pastoral  ministry. My reflec&on 

has  to be based on the fact that   

I am a priest  ordained for    

priestly ministry. When I was   

ordained by the bishop, I was sent by him, who  

is the apostle in our local church, to preach, to    

celebrate the Eucharist and the sacraments     

established by Jesus Christ Himself.  
 

Having been appointed by the Bishop as hospital 

chaplain, o'en I have seen in a concrete way the 

mercy of God touching the lives of the sick, the 

very sick and the dying. The sacrament of the 

sick, which I was called upon to administer in this 

special ministry, has been for me, especially in 

this Holy Year, a great grace in which I               

experienced the mercy of God. The mercy of God 

is a gratuitous gi' which is gratefully  accepted 

but can be rejected as well.  It was always a sad 

event for me as a chaplain when someone would 

reject the mercy of God and refused my          

ministry. Whenever the Mercy of God is rejected 

we must never stop being agents of that mercy 

as ordained ministers or as lay people.  
 

The Jubilee Year has been for me in my    priestly 

ministry a &me of spiritual growth which  I have 

appreciated very much. I thank Francis our Pope 

for declaring such a year and I thank God for the 

graces I have received during this year of God's 

mercy. 
 

Rev. DJ Vu  

Diocesan Director of Liturgy  
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My experience in Pastoral 

Care was… and is… very 

challenging, beau&ful, and 

totally life-giving.  I spent 

many an hour while    

working at Mont St.      

Joseph, si?ng with   

someone who was dying, 

speaking with staff and families who were 

grieving, interac&ng with those who were 

bed-ridden, in scooters, brodas, wheel 

chairs, or just walking around.  Hopefully 

some found this ministry of mercy    

meaningful!  I know that I grew in hope, 

faith, love and compassion as I worked.  

As I con&nue a much smaller version of 

this ministry, I pray that my spiritual 

growth con&nues to be life-giving even   

as my physical self diminishes. 

 

Sr. Rose Marie Sanche,  

Sisters of the Presenta&on of Mary 

    

Close to HomeClose to HomeClose to HomeClose to Home    

Prayer: 
 

Loving Father, have mercy     
on the sick  and the dying. 

Teach them to accept their daily cross 
With Jesus our Lord, 

And make us more gentle and kind 
Toward all who suffer. 

Father, we ask this prayer 
Through Christ our Lord.  

Amen! 

Pope Francis shows us how  

to bring Christ’s love to the sick  

as he reaches out, touches and blesses 

the most vulnerable in his midst. 
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As we journey through the Jubilee of Mercy, we realize that 

mercy covers many aspects of our Christian living. Even 

though we have discussed many of these aspects throughout 

the year, there are still areas that we have not yet mentioned. 

Pastoral Care is one of them. 

 

Pastoral Care has two facets as it can be considered both a 

corporal and/or a spiritual work of mercy. Perhaps you have   

a family member in hospital, living alone, or perhaps you 

have challenged person living with you. Nonetheless, you take 

the time to care for them by visiting, rendering services, running errands, helping them with 

their shopping, or by just being with them. We may try to offer comfort in their illness, listen 

to stories, help them to overcome the grief of a lost one, or we may pray with them.  

 

We can also offer care to those in need through the parish community to which they belong. 

As extraordinary communion ministers, we can connect after the Sunday celebration by 

bringing to the homebound the Body of Christ, consecrated at the Eucharist. We are called to 

be that link between the family of families and the person isolated for many different        

reasons. 

 

For the link to remain unbroken, we are to convey what has been celebrated, offer a copy of 

the bulletin, and discuss what is happening in the parish community. We must not forget to 

bring their news back to the parish community by exchanging a few words on their illness, 

telling the story of their recovery, and by sharing how they are continuing to live their faith. 

 

All this is a form of Pastoral Care. One may do this naturally but it is important for many of 

us to acquire the skills to do it properly. Understanding our limit in providing care is also  

important. We must be healthy in our ministry. However, we need to be careful that our lack 

of time and energy does not prevent us from being the presence of Christ in necessary times. 

 “When I was sick you came to see me.” When I was down you gave me hope. When I had 

nobody to care for me you were there. “What so ever you do to the least of these brothers or 

sisters it is unto you Lord that we have done it.” (Matt 25) 

 
Most Rev. Albert Thévenot, M. Afr. 

Bishop of Prince Albert 


